
 

Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical Physics 
University of Cambridge, Wilberforce Road, Cambridge CB3 0WA, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1223 337896                Email: epss@damtp.cam.ac.uk 
CTC Administrator:   James Parke    Tel: +44 (0)1223 764267  

 

Professor E.P.S. Shellard, Director

 
 
 

 
5 February 2021 

Recommendation for Four Winds Creative  
Online Public Lectures to Celebrate the Birthday of Stephen Hawking 

To mark what would have been Stephen Hawking’s 79th birthday, the Centre for Theoretical 
Cosmology (CTC) organized two online public outreach lectures on the evening of 8th January 2021, 
overseen by the team at Four Winds Creative led by Charlyn Villegas and Keith Bell. The lectures 
were delivered by the 2020 Nobel Laureate in Physics, Professor Sir Roger Penrose, from the 
University of Oxford, and by Professor Eiichiro Komatsu, Director of the Max Planck Institute for 
Astrophysics in Munich, Germany. Following the lectures there was an opportunity for members of 
the public to ask questions of a panel of young experts consisting of postdoctoral fellows and PhD 
students.   

The Hawking Birthday Lectures were a great success and watched live by an audience of over 30,000 
members of the public, who submitted hundreds of questions to the speakers and the panel during 
the event. The lectures were broadcast internationally to five websites, including YouTube and 
Facebook sites at Cambridge University, at Munich University, and those of the Stephen Hawking 
Foundation, with the latter targeting high school students.  

Livestreaming an event to a high standard requires the involvement of a professional media team 
and we were very fortunate to work with Four Winds Creative. They dealt superbly with the 
technical demands of streaming the video and taking the questions from the public. Throughout the 
weeks of preparation for the event, we found them to be unfailingly professional and enthusiastic, 
helping us to coordinate both the overall schedule and detailed technical aspects, including expert 
video editing skills. This was a complex operation and the Four Winds Creative team made the 
filming experience very positive for the speakers, the four presenters and ten panel members. 

It was a particular challenge holding the event during the UK’s coronavirus lockdown with all the 
contributors in remote locations. In addition, to reduce risk, both lectures were recorded in advance 
and incorporated into the live feed on the evening, with the speakers available live for the question 
and answer session. Thanks to Four Winds Creative, the evening event ran very smoothly despite 
these challenges and was widely praised. Stephen Hawking’s daughter, Lucy, remarked on how 
impressed she was with the event. 

This online public event was a very significant undertaking, requiring careful preparation and strong 
technical support. We are enormously grateful to have the support of Four Winds Creative, with 
whom we hope we will have the opportunity to work with again in the future. 
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